
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Education in its general sense is 

a form of learning in which the 

knowledge, skills, and habits of a group 

of people are transmitted from one 

generation to next through teaching, 

training and research. It can take the 

form of informal, non-formal, and 

formal. Formal education takes place in 

a school setting. This is why school is 

referred to as a social institution which 

prepares learners for future intellectual, 

professional as well as social roles in the 

society. The school is expected to serve 

the interest of the community, and to do 

this effectively, the school has to be 

aware of the generally cherished societal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

values and norms. All these are to be 

achieved in the school through effective 

machinery of the school leadership. 

Therefore, school leaders have 

significant roles to play in the 

maintenance of peace and security 

within the school and its environs.  

This paper therefore, discusses 

concepts of peace and peace education, 

institutional leadership, and the roles 

they place in maintenance of peace and 

security in the society, hence refocusing 

these roles for mutual benefits was also 

revealed. Finally, the paper looked at the 

challenges facing peace education in 

secondary schools in Rivers State.  
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Abstract  
The paper focused on institutional leadership for peace in secondary 

schools in Rivers State. The paper examined the concepts of peace and 

peace education, institutional leadership and the expected roles they 

play in the maintenance of peace in the schools. Again, the challenges 

facing peace education in secondary schools in Rivers State was x-

rayed and appropriate solutions towards achieving peace education in 

secondary schools in Rivers State was revealed such as making the 

school environment very conducive for learning and the training of 

teachers on effective methods of teaching peace education in secondary 

schools in Rivers State.  
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The Concept of Peace 

Peace is often considered as the 

fundamental basis of stability, progress,   

and development in human societies. 

Peace connotes tranquility, 

psychological consonance, physical and 

environmental stability and the 

sustenance of enabling circumstances 

that guarantee freedom from all sources 

of individual and societal instability. 

Peace is an ideal that individuals and 

societies continue to pursue with 

different degrees of attainment. Societies 

develop in peace, cultures, promote 

peace, religions uphold and cherishes 

peace and individuals prosper in peace. 

However, there is no society where total 

and absolute individual and societal 

peace exists. 

The term peace according to 

Onyebamiji (2011) is a statae of quite, 

calm, repose, public tranquility, freedom 

from war, and concord of ideas among 

different people. It is a condition in 

which there is no war between two or 

more groups or nation. Ibagbu (2011) 

defined peace as a condition or situation 

or period of time in which there is no 

war or conflict in the society or harmony 

or friendship with one another without 

argument or violence or disagreement. 

According to Muller and Pencak (2002) 

peace describes a society or a 

relationship that is operating 

harmoniously and without violence or 

conflict. There are variations in the 

understanding and definition of peace. 

For example, to the philosopher, peace 

is a natural, God-given state of human 

existence without the corruptive 

tendencies of man. The sociologists, 

sees peace as a condition of social 

harmony in which there are no social 

antagonisms. In the case of political 

scientists, peace is a political condition 

that makes justice possible. 

Operationally, Ibeanu (2004) describes 

peace as a process involving activities 

that are directly or indirectly linked to 

increasing development and reducing 

conflict both within specific societies 

and in the wider international 

community. Francis (2004) defines 

peace as the absence of war, fear, 

conflict, anxiety, suffering and violence 

and about peaceful co-existence.  

According to him peace 

connotes the absence of war, presence of 

justice and development, existence of 

respect and tolerance among and 

between people, maintaining a balance 

within the ecospheres and quite 

importantly having inner peace and 

wholeness. 

However, peace could be referred to as a 

society free from war, and conflict 

which enables the people to live happily.  

 

The Concept of Peace Education 
According to Fasokan (2004) 

peace education in its best form‘attempts 

to change the individual’s perception of 

the others collective narratives as seen 

from the latters point of view and 

consequently about one’s own social self 

as well as come to practically relate less 

hatefully and more trustworthily towards 

that collective order. Gumut (2004) 

defines peace education as a deliberate 

attempt to educate children and adults in 
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the dynamics of conflict and the 

promotion of peace making skills in 

homes, schools, and communities 

throughout the world, using all the 

channels and instruments of 

socialization. 

According to Ajala (2003) peace 

education is the type of education that 

impacts in learners all norms, values, 

and attitudes that could bring about a 

conducive environment for human 

living. He maintained that peace 

education includes all the values, 

attitudes, and forms of behavior, way of 

life. Respect for life, reflection, 

violence, commitment to principle of 

freedom, justice, solidarity, tolerance 

among people and between groups and 

individuals.  

Kalagbor and Agabi (2013) said 

peace education is not just about adding 

topics or themes to existing school 

subjects, or curriculum, rather 

transformation through the acquisition 

of skills that empower the school-child 

to see and maintain peace not only 

within the school system, but 

importantly in the macro environment. 

They further opined that peace education 

goes beyond subject-matter issues to 

include all aspects of learning that touch 

on the behavior of the school child and 

is the type of programme that inculcate 

discipline in the learner. In the light of 

the above, the objective of peace 

education in schools, focuses on 

increasing the knowledge of the school-

child, helping them develop positive 

attitudes and helping them to acquire the 

skills needed to become peace builders.  

According to Nwiyi, Osuji and 

Okorie (2014) the basic concepts 

embedded in these definitions are that 

peace education is the remedial measure 

to protect children from falling into the 

ways of violence in society. It aims at 

the total development of the child. It 

also tries to inculcate high human and 

social values in the mind of the child. In 

essence, it attempts to develop a set of 

behavioural skills necessary for peaceful 

living and peace-building from which 

the whole of humanity will benefit. 

Peace education is in many ways; valued 

education that include ethics, moral and 

integrated comprehensive education 

focusing on life skills for the self and 

society. Kpee, Uchendu and Bright 

(2014) state that peace education is a 

process by which the values, knowledge, 

attitudes, skills and behaviours needed 

to live in harmony with oneself, others 

and the environment is cultivated. The 

essence of peace education is to equip a 

learner with the right value judgment 

needed to appreciate and live at peace as 

members of the same society. 

On the other hand, Teachers 

with Borders (2010) defined peace 

education as the act of empowering 

learners with knowledge, skills, 

attitudes, values, and to entrench a 

culture of peace. Such education is 

targeted towards balancing the 

differences and diversity that exist 

among members of the same society.  

According to them, peace 

education has been used all over the 

world as a tool for societal stabilization 
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which is devoid of individual or groups 

grievance.  

Peace education can therefore, 

be seen as an educative programme 

which is structured to imbibe in a learner 

the right type of attitude that is needed 

to understand and value the differences 

that exist in other members of the 

society and live in harmony with them.  

Peace education has to do with 

assisting learners to develop an 

awareness of the processes and skills 

that are necessary to achieve 

understanding, tolerance, and good will 

in the present world.  

Wikipedia (2013) defined peace 

education as the knowledge and 

developing the skills, attributes and 

baheviour to live in harmony with others 

and with the natural environment that 

has to do with helping students acquire 

skills for non-violent conflict resolution 

and to reinforce these skills for active 

and responsible action in the society for 

the promotion of the values of peace. 

 To sum it all, peace education involves 

non-violence, strife, security, absence of 

conflict and total state of wellbeing.  

Through peace education, attributes of 

peace, non-violence, conflict 

management recognition of human 

rights, good international relation are 

inculcated to the learners during 

instruction in the school where students 

from various homes, and ethnic 

background interact.   

 

 

 

Focusing Secondary School 

Leadership and Peace Education  

- Inculcation of peace education 

curriculum in secondary schools: 
Leaders in secondary schools should 

ensure that peace education curriculum 

is introduced and implemented in 

secondary schools. For peace to be 

sustained in Nigeria, the education 

industry at this level must develop 

curriculum that will address all its 

peculiarities, such curriculum 

differences must take cognizance the 

ethnic and cultural differences, 

languages, religion exposition of formal 

education, level of education and 

awareness. To achieve this feat, the 

education industry must be de-

politicised, statism de-emphasised and 

nationalism upheld.  

- The curriculum content should 

lay more emphasis in new areas like 

hospitality education and development, 

environmental education, disarmament 

education and conflict resolution 

education.   

 

Peace Education and its Co-Headings  

Hospitality education and development 

education  
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Source: Adapted from: Tabotndip, J.E. 

(2012:8).  

These co-headings of peace education 

need to be taught in our secondary 

schools for the sustainance of national 

peace and security. Therefore, secondary 

school leaders should provide the 

enabling environment for the 

actualization of peace and security in the 

society trough the instrumentality of the 

education industry.  

- Good communication network 

and skills: Leadership of secondary 

schools should learn to have good 

communication network and skills 

needed to enhance peace education in 

the schools. The students in secondary 

schools need to be taught the importance 

of using languages that bind the society 

together rather than ones that divide her. 

The school management has a role to 

play in this direction in ensuring that 

students and teachers are corrected and 

informed of the implications of using 

wrong languages and bad 

communication skills for 

communications.  

Again, communication gap bridges 

peace, and security in the school. The 

leadership of the secondary schools 

should make sure that effective 

communication network is maintained to 

avoid misconception about issues that 

can trigger violence therefore, 

obstructing the peaceful co-existence 

among the members of the school 

community.  

To maintain communication network, 

the channels of communication in the 

schools system should be re-designed to 

accommodate, the students, teaching and 

non-teaching staff for a more robust 

relationship of everyone in the school, 

hence sustainance of peace and security 

is maintained.                  

- Entrepreneurship education: 

Entrepreneurship education should be 

emphasized in our secondary schools 

where some skills will be developed 

among the students, as a way of keeping 

them more busy as to prevent them from 

engaging in violent activities. An idle 

mind they say is the devils workshop, 

therefore, students at all levels of 

education including secondary schools 

should be assisted to build business 

skills. This will help to engage the 

students in the production chain and also 

help them become self-reliant in the 

future. 

Therefore, secondary school 

leaders should encourage handcrafts and 

art work as to assist the students build an 

attitude of contributing to societal 

development rather than depending on 

the society, that is characterized by 

unemployment which most times could 

lead to youth restiveness, violence and 

other forms of social vices in the 

society. Secondary schools, should as a 

matter of urgency, make sure that the 

students are always engaged in some 

entrepreneurial skills needed for self- 

reliant to avoid much dependency on 

white collar jobs for their survival.  

- Secondary school leadership 

should learn to engage the students 

with logical and critical thinking 

tasks, in all the classes. They should 

make the classroom a place where the 
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students can be given responsibilities 

that will benefit other members of the 

classroom. The students should be 

engaged with activities that will task 

their brain and make them problems 

solvers than violent makers.  They 

should be able to reason properly and 

find solution to the society. This will 

assist contributions on ways of ensuring 

peace in the society.  

- School leaders should lay 

more emphasis on cultural re-

orientation. Since cultural differences 

seems to be one of the dividing forces or 

factors responsible for disunity in the 

nation, there is the need for cultural 

evaluation in the country. Cultural 

beliefs and systems that divided the 

nation rather than unite her should be 

discontinued. School heads should 

watch out for such cultures that inhibit 

peaceful co-existence among her 

citizens and emphasize the one that can 

create togetherness and harmony among 

the citizens.  

Harris (2005) sees beliefs as a lever that 

when entirety of a man’s action. As 

such, cultural practices should be limited 

to those values that harmonize the 

society rather than divide her.  

- Creation of conducive 

learning atmosphere: School heads as 

a matter of fact, should create an 

enabling learning environment for peace 

education to strive. Unconducive 

learning environment can trigger 

violence and crimes in the school, but 

when the environment is calm, 

conducive and favourable to both 

teachers and students, there would be no 

problems as teaching and learning would 

be going on smoothly.  

- School leaders can promote 

peace education through effective 

supervision. This will enable the leaders 

of the schools to monitor and oversee 

the entire activity of the students and 

proffer various solutions to the needs of 

the teachers and student alike. When the 

students are being monitored it makes 

them law abiding and responsible 

citizens.  

Other ways schools heads can promote 

peace education are as follows: 

i) Protection of human rights: 

Peace can be promoted through the 

protection of human rights, when 

students are denied what belongs to 

them, they are compelled to fight for it. 

It is when the school leaders respect and 

protect their rights that peace can reign.  

ii) Fairness and justice: It is good 

for the school leaders to be fair and just 

in discharging their prescribed roles in 

the school. Ensuring fairness and justice 

in human affairs can also promote peace. 

In a school where students are treated 

unfairly or neglected in the affairs of the 

entire school system, there cannot be 

peace. Therefore, school heads should 

learn to be fair and just in dealing with 

both the students and teachers as to 

maintain and sustain peace in the 

schools.  

iii) Tolerance: This is one of the 

qualities of a good leader. The school 

heads should try to promote peace by 

keeping calm when they are provoked. 

They should desist to be drawn into any 
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conflict, disorder or fighting as to ensure 

peace in the school.   

 

Challenges of Peace Education in 

Secondary Schools in Rivers State 

1. Inadequate trained teachers; 

The education of students on the need 

and strategy for managing a peaceful 

environment can only be effective with 

the use of experts in this area. But in 

reality, there is shortage of teachers who 

specialize in the area of peace education, 

very little result has been recorded in the 

area of educating the students on 

peaceful co-existence. Teachers present 

in the school are also not properly 

trained to enforce the right attitude for 

appreciating peaceful living into the 

students.  

2. Cultism: Cult activities have 

dangerously infiltrated into secondary 

and primary schools in communities in 

Rivers State. According to Worlu (2010) 

secret cults are the agents of murder, 

arson, victimization and oppression in 

educational institutions. Recently, it has 

metamorphosed into cult of kidnappers, 

organized armed robbery, political 

thurgery and so on.  

Alarming cases of cult activities in the 

secondary schools inhibit the sustenance 

of peace education. Teachers are no 

longer found in some schools where 

these cults activities are prevalence. 

There are killings, shootings, robbery,  

kidnapping, innocent citizens and some 

schools are no longer exist as the 

teachers have gone on transfer and 

leaving the school with or without any 

single teacher. 

3. The unconducive learning 

environment: The school environment 

is unsuitable for learning, it affects 

behavior. Hence students pride and 

sense of dignity suffer, when school 

building are dilapidated and not properly 

maintained. It will lead to unconscious 

display of contempt and resentment 

(Orupabo, 2013). He further explained 

that the neglect of the physical condition 

of the classroom in school can trigger 

off disruptive behavior among the 

students. Poor physical classroom 

conditions is more likely to cause 

distractions, stimulate disorder and 

encourage general misconduct. Situation 

in our secondary schools and primary 

schools impede peace education.   

4. Poor funding: Funding plays a 

significant role in the area of provision 

of appropriate resources and technology 

needed to teach the students the 

importance of peace as members of the 

society. Appropriate funding is also 

necessary in the training and retraining 

of teachers so as to make them relevant 

in the implementation of appropriate 

plans and programmes needed to enforce 

peace education in the society.   

5. Lack of community support: 

The members of the immediate society 

should be instrumental to all the levels 

in the society. When the members of the 

community are unwilling to embrace 

peace, the efforts of the school 

management and government will yield 

very little result. Members of the 

community   therefore need to also be 

enlightened on the importance of peace 

in the society. This will enable them co-
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operate with the school authority in 

educating the students in peace culture 

and the sustenance of peace in the 

society. 

 

Conclusion  
The enforcement of peace education in 

secondary schools is a necessity at this 

point in time when the nation is 

confronted with various security 

challenges. As such, conscious efforts is 

required to inculcate the right attitude, 

spirit, values and skills of peace and 

peaceful co-existence among the youths 

for national peace and security.  

Therefore, it is important for secondary 

school leadership to adopt and 

strengthen these measures discussed in 

this paper for peace building in this 

nation.  

 

Recommendations 
The following recommendations are 

made for peace education to survive in 

secondary schools in Rivers Stat, and the 

society at large. They are: 

1. Parents should learn to give 

their children adequate positive home 

training as a foundation for peace 

education in an informal school setting.  

2. Secondary schools should be 

very equipped and conducive for 

effective teaching and learning. 

3. Teachers should be trained on 

how to inculcate peace values and 

 skills and culture into  the 

students.   

4. Peace education curriculum 

should be emphasized and implemented 

in the secondary schools. 

5. The law enforcement agencies 

and the legal system should make sure 

that cultists are punished according to 

the law as to deter others form indulging 

in cult related activities.  
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